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SUBJECT: ENERGY: FIRST INDICATION OF OIL IN BOMBAY HIGH 
REF: A) NEW DELHI 1708 B) BOMBAY 041 1 (NOTAL) 

1. CONGEN BOMBAY CONFIRMS FEBRUARY 20 PRESS REPORTS THAT THE 
GOI-OWNED, AMERICAN DESIGNED, DEEP WATER OFFSHORE DRILLSHIP, 
SAGAR SAMRAT, HAS STRUCK OIL IN THE BOMBAY HIGH. L.T. GARRETT, 
MANAGER, OFFSHORE COMPANY INTERNATIONAL, SAID THAT OIL HAS BEEN 
BROUGHT TO THE SURFACE IN WELL NO. H- 11-1 (REF A), BUT CAUTIONED 
THAT IT IS STILL TOO EARLY TO PREDICT THE EXTENT OF THE OIL 
RESERVOIR OR WHETHER THE BOMBAY HIGH WILL PROVE TO BE A 
PRODUCING FIELD. GARRETT IS OPTIMISTIC, HOWEVER, AND ADMITTED 
THAT PRELIMINARY INDICATIONS "LOOK GOOD AT THIS TIME". 
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2. GARRETT NOTED THAT THE FIRST SHOWING OF OIL OCCURRED IN 
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THIS WELL AT A DEPTH OF 3,156 FEET (962 METERS )DURIN G ROUTINE 
DRILL STEM TEST (DST) AND CONTINUED TO "FLOW FOR A SHORT WHILE" 

UNDER A HOLE-BOTTOM PRESSURE OF 500 POUNDS PER SQUARE INCH. 
PRELIMINARY SHIPBOARD LABORATORY TESTS SUGGEST THAT THE OIL 
HAS A API GRAVITY OF ABOUT 43.6 DEGREES, COMPARABLE IN QUALITY 
TO LIBYAN AND/OR ALGERIAN CRUDES. SUFUR CONTENT IS NOT YET 
KNOWN, HOWEVER. REPORTEDLY, CORES SUBSTANTIATE PRESENCE OF 
BOMBAY HIGH GEOLOGIC STRUCTURE WITH LIMESTONE AS THE OIL 
BEARING STRATA CURRENTLY UNDER TEST. GARRETT STRESSED THAT 
ADDITIONAL DRILLING IS REQUIRED IN THIS WELL TO (1) FURTHER 
PENETRATE THE STRUCTURE, (2) DETERMINE OIL/WATER RATIO, 

(3) ASCERTAIN GAS CONTENT, AND (4) ATTEMPT TO FURTHER ESTIMATE 
PRODUCTION CAPABILITIES AND ADDITIONAL DRILLING REQUIRED ELSEWHERE 
IN THE STRUCTURE. 

3. WHILE MOST OF THE FOREGOING HAS BEEN IN THE PRESS, GARRETT 
ASKS THAT WE HOLD HIS REMARKS IN CONFIDENCE. 

4. MOST OF THE FEBRUARY 20 INDIAN PRESS REPORTING REFLECTS 
THE FIRST HAND LOOK THAT THE OIL AND NATURAL GAS COMMISSION 
GAVE TO 12 JOURNALISTS FEBRUARY 14. THE GROUP FLEW BY HELICOPTER 
TO THE SAGAR SAMRAT, AND (ACCORDING TO GARRETT) WERE GIVEN 
AMPLE OPPORTUNITY TO ASK ALL QUESTIONS THEY WISHED-- 

WHILE ON THE RIG AND LATER DURING A DINNER PARTY HOSTED BY GARRETT. 
DURING DINNER, BOMBAY CONGEN AND DPO FOUND THAT THE JOURNALISTS 
WERE IMPRESSED FAVORABLY WITH GARRETT AND OTHER OFFSHORE COMPANY 
PERSONNEL, ONGC OFFICIALS, AND THE TRAINING OFFSHORE COMPANY 
HAS GIVEN TO INDIAN TECHNICIANS. SUBSEQUENT REPORTING ON THE 
ROLE OCCUPIED BY THE AMERICAN COMPANY HAS BEEN COMPLIMENTARY - 
EVEN IN THE PATRIOT. 

MOYNIHAN 
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